
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Pentecost 20 – October 10, 2021  

+ Service of Word and Prayer - 10:30 am + 

Rev. Herbert C. Dolich, Pastor 

One Pastor, Many Ministers  

Lenna Harris- Music Director/Organist 

Tim Warren – Assisting Minister 

Marissa Reed - Lector 

 

Introduction 

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in his asking. 

Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers 

him an open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we 

will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life by divesting for the 

sake of the other. 

 

+ GATHERING + 

  
Prelude: “Waters of New Life”  K. Keil 

Welcome & Announcements  

Stand as you are able 

 

*Gathering Hymn: “Gather Us In”    ELW 532 
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*Greeting: 

P For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)  

P    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all.  

C And also with you.  

P    In the beginning was the Word,  

C    and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

P    In the Word was life,  

C    and the life was the light of all people.  

P    The Word became flesh and lived among us,  

C and we have seen His glory, full of grace and truth. 

 

*Kyrie: 
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*Gloria: 

 

 

*Prayer of the Day:  

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you.  

P Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us Your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and 

reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of Your commandments and receive the 

crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen  

  
Please be seated 

+ WORD +  

  

First Lesson – Amos 5:6-7, 10-15  

Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great prosperity in the northern 
kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners that fulfilling God’s demand 
for justice brings blessing, while corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath. 

L The first reading is from Amos, the 5th Chapter 

 6Seek the LORD and live, 

  or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 

  and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 
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 7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 

  and bring righteousness to the ground! 

 

 10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 

  and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 

 11Therefore because you trample on the poor 

  and take from them levies of grain, 

 you have built houses of hewn stone, 

  but you shall not live in them; 

 you have planted pleasant vineyards, 

  but you shall not drink their wine. 

 12For I know how many are your transgressions, 

  and how great are your sins— 

 you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

  and push aside the needy in the gate. 

 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 

  for it is an evil time. 

 

 14Seek good and not evil, 

  that you may live; 

 and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 

  just as you have said. 

 15Hate evil and love good, 

  and establish justice in the gate; 

 it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 

  will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

L The Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 90:12-17  (Read responsively by full verse)  

 12So teach us to number our days 

  that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 13Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? 

  Be gracious to your servants. 

 14Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; 

  so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days. 

 15Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us 

  and as many years as we suffered adversity. 

 16Show your servants your works, 

  and your splendor to their children. 

 17May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; 

  prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork. 

 

Second Reading – Hebrews 4:12-16 

We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely accountable. Nevertheless, 
Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations, because he also experienced them. Therefore, we can 
approach the throne of grace to receive divine mercy from Christ. 

L The second lesson is from Hebrews the 4th Chapter 
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides 

soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And 

before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must 

render an account. 

 

  14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, 
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let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us 

therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need. 

L The Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as able  

*Gospel Acclamation: 

   

*Holy Gospel – Mark 10:17-31 

Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a conversation with a rich man 

brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is surprising but unforgettable. 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 10th Chapter  

C    Glory to You, O Lord  

17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good 

Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is 

good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 

adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father 

and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, 

loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went 

away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

  23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to 

enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them 

again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the 

eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded 

and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is 

impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 

  28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly I tell 

you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for 

my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, 

brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal 

life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.                                                                         

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Please be seated  
 

 Meditation  

  

Time for reflection   

+ RESPONSE TO THE WORD +  

  

*Please stand as able 

  

*Hymn of the Day: “Soli Deo Gloria”   ELW 878 
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*Apostles Creed – Confession and Forgiveness  

P In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  

C We believe in Him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.  

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

   I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.   

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.   

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

    He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.   

    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  

P    Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;  

C    Pray in the Holy Spirit.  

P    Keep yourselves in the love of God;  

C look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

P    If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  

C    Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!  

P God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one 

another.  

 Gracious God,  

C have mercy on us. In Your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 

done and left undone. Uphold us by Your Spirit so that we may live and serve You in 

newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your holy name through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen  

P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

C Amen 

 

+ PRAYER + 

 

 

*Prayers of Intercession:                                                                    

A Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

A Uniting God, You call forth different gifts in those who follow You. Encourage us to welcome the 

diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in teaching, preaching, prophecy, healing, and 

more. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

A Nurturing God, You bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the trees. Increase the produce of 

the land and bless all who toil in fields and orchards. Provide for good working conditions and keep 

them safe. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

A Empowering God, You offer compassion for those who are overlooked or forgotten. Open the hearts of 

local, national, and world leaders to show such compassion and love for their neighbors. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
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A Sheltering God, in Jesus You travelled among us without a place to lay Your head. Provide safe places 

to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live. Sustain ministries that offer food, clothing, and 

peace of mind (local ministries may be named). Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

A Renewing God, You bring life out of death. Help us part with those things that are no longer beneficial 

to us and open our hearts to see where new life is budding in this congregation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A Eternal God, we thank You for the lives of those who have died (especially). Make us confident in Your 

promise of salvation and support us in our own journey of faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

P Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to You; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

*Peace:  

P Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live 

in peace.  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C And also with you. 

Please share our Lord’s Peace with one another 

Please be seated 

 

Responding to God’s Faithfulness with Giving:    “The Church in the Wildwood” 

        W.S. Pitts / W. Ringham (Composed in 1857) 

 

Anthem: “Near to the Heart”  J. Martin 

 

Please stand as able 

 

*Offering Prayer:  

A Let us pray. 

A    Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day You shower us with blessings. As You 

have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise You and to 

respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.  

 

*Lord's Prayer:  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,   

      Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us;        

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.    

   For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

 

+ SENDING + 
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*Blessing: 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus.  

       

 God, the creator strengthen you;      

    Jesus the beloved fill you;      

     and the Holy Spirit the comforter  ☩  keep you in peace. 

C Amen 

 

*Closing Hymn:     “God of Grace and God of Glory”   ELW 705 
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Extinguishing of candles 

  

*Dismissal:  

A Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  

C Thanks be to God.   

 

Postlude: “Postlude in Thirds”  M. McConnell 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to All Visitors who worship with us this morning. Jesus came to make God’s love known to our 

world. May your worship with us make God’s love known in your heart and in your life this day and 

always.  We invite you to sign our Guest Register and introduce yourselves to the pastor after worship. 

 

Bulletins are given to the Glory of God in Honor of Barry and Karen Woolley’s Anniversary 

Flowers are given to the Glory of God in Honor of Barry and Karen Woolley’s Anniversary 

 

Please keep the following people in your daily prayers 

Richard Spangler, Kenneth Beck (Patty Hagar’s brother), Genevieve Post and Austin Miller (friends of Heather Mengel) 

Please, take a few minutes to read through the prayer list and let the pastor know if any names should be added or 
removed. 

 

This Week at Hope 

Today – 10/10 -  Pentecost 20 

                Service of Word and Prayer - 10:30 AM 

     Council Meeting 

10/11 – Monday -  Al-A-Non Group – 11:00 AM    

10/12 - Tuesday -   AA – 8:00 PM 

     AA 8:00 PM Social Hall   

10/13 – Wednesday -  WELCA Bus Trip 

     Sr. Choir 7:00 - PM 

10/14 – Thursday -   AA – 10:00 AM   

                      AA Tatamy Women’s Group - 6:30 PM 

10/15 – Friday -   AA, Al-A-Non 7:30 PM         

        

10/16 – Saturday   

10/17 – Sunday -   Pentecost 21 

     Service of Holy Communion - 10:30 AM 

 

Birthdays this week  

10/10 Mike Riedinger 

10/14 Diane Haupt 

10/15 Sherry Mengel 

10/16 Ronald Lugg, Carol Sprague 

10/17 Lauren Woolley 

 

Anniversaries this week 

10/11 Barry & Karen Woolley 

10/17 Tim & Alexis Warren 

  

òHope -- An Anchor for the Soul ó    Hebrews 6:19  

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24416. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net License #A-709294 
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October 10, 2021 

LECTIONARY 28 

Limitless Possibility 

For the young, life can feel like a limitless landscape of possibilities. It can seem there is nothing we cannot do or 
become if we simply set our minds to it. But as we age, the possibilities may appear to shrink, whether through the 
choices we make or through the limits of a world beyond our control. At certain points in life, we may look at 
ourselves—who we are and what we have become—and see not possibilities but, rather, inevitabilities. It may seem 
impossible to live any other way than how we are currently living or for people to see us in any other way than they 

currently do. We may struggle to see any way beyond our habits or patterns, our history, or our current roles. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus invites a man to leave behind everything he has known and thought about himself to become 
Jesus’ disciple. To the world, the man is defined by his wealth, but Jesus sees the man behind the possessions and 
loves him. He sees past what seems inevitable about the man, to what God can make possible. Yet, tragically, the 
man can only see the world’s vision of him, a vision of limited possibilities. When Jesus calls him to leave his wealth 
behind, the man thinks he is being asked the impossible and goes away heartbroken. 

In the Christian assembly, the voice of Christ calls us to look past one another’s worldly inevitabilities to the divine 

possibilities present among us. No matter what moment of life we are in, it is never too late. No matter what our 
history of failures or addictions, there are still more chances. No matter what we have been to this point, there is still 
something new we can become. Jesus calls us to leave ourselves behind in order to follow him, to rediscover who we 

are with a God for whom all things are possible. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

¶ Bus trip for Queen Esther this Wednesday, we will meet at the church at 7:30 a.m.  The bus will leave 
promptly at 7:45. Bring your own morning beverage – water will be provided.  Breakfast snack and light lunch 
will be provided. Any questions, see Karen Woolley or call her at 610-863-9342. 

 
¶ Council would like to reinstate the committees; Evangelism Committee, Parish Life Committee, Stewardship 

and Nominating Committee.  If you are interested in serving on one of these committees, please sign up on 

the bulletin board. 
 
¶ We need one more person to help with the Altar Guild (setting up the altar depending on the season).  See 

Gail Drennan if interested. 

 
¶ The next street clean-up date will be November 7th – weather permitting. 

 

¶ Loaves and Fishes at the Nazareth UCC Church are looking for 1 volunteer for Saturday, December 18th 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  See Diane for more information. 

¶ We still need volunteers for December 4th for Safe Harbor in Easton – pick up food donations at Wegman’s 
on the first Saturday of each month and deliver to Safe Harbor.  Sign-up sheet on the bulletin board – for 
more information see Tina Krug or Greg Drennan. 

 
¶ Lectors are needed for Sunday Services – please consider signing up. 


