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Introduction
Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes for
Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God
hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my
strength within me.”

+ GATHERING +
Welcome & Announcements (see the last page for additional, important announcements)
Prelude

“How Great Thou Art”

Kathryn Frace, Soprano

Please be seated

HOLY BAPTISM
Parents, candidate and sponsors gather at the Baptismal Font.

INTRODUCTION
P

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us new birth into a living hope through the sacrament
of baptism. In the waters of baptism the power of sin is put to death and we are raised with
Jesus Christ to new life. We are united with all the baptized in the one Body of Christ, anointed
with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and sent out in mission for the life of the world.
PRESENTATION
One or more sponsors for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates:

S

I present Roland Daniel Doll for baptism.
The presiding minister addresses parents of the child.

P

Trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child baptized?

Response:
P

I do.

The presiding minister addresses the parents:

As you present Roland for holy baptism, you are entrusted with certain gifts and
responsibilities. You promise to live with him among God's faithful people, bring him to the
services of God's house, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that he may learn to trust God.
As he grows in years, you should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for his
instruction in the Christian faith, so that he learns to proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace among all people.
Audra and Gregory, do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?

Response:

I do.
The presiding minister addresses the sponsors:

P

Koryn Organetti and Jeff Holzheimer, do you promise to nurture Roland in the Christian
faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of his baptism
and in communion with the church?

Response:

I do.
PROFESSION
The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

P

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.

P
C

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

P

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
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C

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

P
C

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of Saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THANKSGIVING
Water may be poured into the font before or during the thanksgiving.
Standing at the font, the presiding minister says:

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

P

Let us pray. We give You thanks, O God, for in the beginning Your spirit brooded over the
waters and You created the world by Your Word; calling forth life in which You took delight.
Through water You led Your people Israel from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the promised
land. In the waters of the Jordan Jesus was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus' own death and resurrection You delivered us from the power of sin and
death and set us free to live in You. Send Your Holy Spirit upon this water, so that Roland, who
is here to be baptized may be given new life. To You be given honor and praise through Jesus
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen

C

BAPTISM
Water is poured on the candidate's head, as the presiding minister says:

Roland Daniel Doll, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen
LAYING ON OF HANDS
P

Let us pray. We give You thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit You give Your
sons and daughters new birth, wash them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain
Roland with the gift of Your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in Your
presence, both now and forever. Amen
† SIGNING WITH THE CROSS †
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead using oil.
As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says:

P

Roland Daniel, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever. Amen.
PRESENTATION OF A CANDLE
A lighted candle is given to each newly baptized person, or to a sponsor of a young child

P

Walk in the faith of Christ, crucified and risen. Shine with the light of Christ.

3

PRAYERS
P

Let us pray: Gracious God, You make light to shine out of darkness, You make new life to
spring out of old, You make of all peoples the one new race; we are grateful that You have given
Your Church the wonderful gift of Baptism, and that You have seen fit to admit Roland to this
privilege. Your full blessing be with him; once You called him into being, now You call him into
Your fellowship. Continue this good work which You have begun in him until the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ, Amen.

P

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon Roland’s father and mother. Let them ever
rejoice in the gift You have given them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness for
their children. Strengthen them in their own Baptism so they may share eternally with Roland
the salvation You have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The pastor or a representative of the congregation welcomes the newly baptized
with these or similar words:

P

Through baptism, Roland Daniel Doll has been received into the household of God, entrusted
with the good news of Jesus Christ, and strengthened to serve by the holy and life-giving Spirit.
The congregation also offers a welcome in these words:

C

We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we share. Join us as we give
praise to God and bear God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.
Those gathered at the font return to their places.

Please Stand

Gathering Hymn

“Borning Cry”

ELW 732

Greeting
P

C

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

P
C

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

P
C

In the Word was life,
and the life was the light of all people.

P
C

The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen His glory, full of grace and truth.

P

Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise

Prayer of the Day
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
P

Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, You are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and You
gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us Your abundant mercy. Forgive
us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

C

Please be seated

+ WORD +
First Reading – Genesis 18:20-32
In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. Appealing to
God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the few righteous people
there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.

L

The first reading is from Genesis, Chapter 18

Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave
their sin! 21I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that
has come to me; and if not, I will know.”
22So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing
20

5

before the LORD. 23Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous
with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the
place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing,
to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you!
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty
righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me
take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty
righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not
destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He
said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be
angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I
will not destroy it.”
L
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm – 138

(Read responsively by full verse)

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
3When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
5They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.
6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
8You will make good your purpose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.
1

Second Reading – Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]
The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and
traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his
death and resurrection which is enacted in baptism.

The second reading is from Colossians the 2nd Chapter

L

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
6

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. 9For in him
the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of
every ruler and authority. 11In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by
putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in
baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the
dead. 13And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you
alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood
against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers
8

6

and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. [
16Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of observing festivals,
new moons, or sabbaths. 17These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs
to Christ. 18Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels,
dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of thinking, 19and not holding fast to
the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews,
grows with a growth that is from God.]
L
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Gospel Acclamation

Holy Gospel – Luke 11:1-13
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, and
the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and persistence in prayer.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 11th Chapter
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2He said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3Give us each day our daily bread.
4And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”
5And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to
him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to
set before him.’ 7And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked,
and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though
he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence
he will get up and give him whatever he needs.
9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will
be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks
for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a
1

7

scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
P
C

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon
Time for reflection
Please stand

Hymn of the Day

“Jesus, the Very Thought of You”

ELW 754

Confession and Forgiveness
P
C

In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
We believe in Him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.

P
C

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
Pray in the Holy Spirit.

P
C

Keep yourselves in the love of God;
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.

P
C

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!

P

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one
another.

C

P
C

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In Your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone. Uphold us by Your Spirit so that we may live and serve
You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your holy name through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
A

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.
A
C
A
C
A
C

Rooted and built up in Christ, we pray for the church. Embolden church leaders to take risks for
the sake of the gospel, and equip the baptized to proclaim Your extravagant love for the whole
world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in the works of Your hands, we pray for the natural world. Make rivers and lakes,
oceans and all waterways, sparkle with Your radiance. Protect water sources and strengthen
those who defend them. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Interceding on behalf of the vulnerable, we pray for the peoples of the world. Inspire all rulers
and governing authorities with Your justice. Guide the work of legislators and public officials,
that they advocate for the well-being of those they serve. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
8

A
C
A
C

Persistent in prayer, we pray for our neighbors in need. To all who have hunger, give daily
bread. To all who have bread, give hunger for justice. Open us to the cries of those who suffer
especially those we name before you now. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Abounding in thanksgiving, we pray for this congregation. Bless the prayer and fellowship
ministries in this place. Call us together in times of praise and blessing, trouble and sorrow, in
Your holy name. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
A
C
P
C

Buried with Christ in baptism and raised with Him to new life, we give thanks for Your saints
who rest in Your eternal presence. Join our voices with theirs as we sing of Your great glory.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of Your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in Your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.

Peace
P

Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another,
live in peace.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C

And also with you.
Please share our Lord’s Peace with one another.

Please be seated

Responding to God’s Faithfulness with Giving
Offertory

“Immortal, Invisible”

Welsh Melody / arr. by M. Bober

Special Music

“Hallelujah”

L. Cohen

Kathryn Frace, Soprano
Please stand

Offering Prayer
A
A

C

Let us pray.
Blessed are You, O God, maker of all things. Through Your goodness You have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with Your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer
P

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C

Our Father, who art in heaven…
Amen.
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+ SENDING +
Blessing
P

C

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

ELW 545

Extinguishing of candles
Dismissal
A
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“The Church’s One Foundation”

S. Wesley / C. Berry

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24416.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
OneLicense.net License #A-709294

Welcome to All Visitors who worship with us this morning. Jesus came to make God’s love known to our
world. May your worship with us make God’s love known in your heart and in your life this day and always. We
invite you to sign our Guest Register and introduce yourselves to the pastor after worship.
Flowers and Bulletins are given to the Glory of God in Memory of Janet Cressman by the Cressman family.

~Please keep the following people in your daily prayers~
Rosie Lichner, Rhonda (Millheim) Fries, Bernadette Roeder (Anna Herb’s sister), Cindy Rissmiller
(friend of congregation), Tyrone Klump (Tracy Riedinger’s father) Linda Spangler, Jack Weasner, and
Patty Hagar.
Please, take a few minutes to read through the prayer list and let Pastor or Diane in the office know if any names
should be added or removed.

This Week at Hope
Today - 07/24 -

07/25 – Monday 07/26 - Tuesday 07/27 – Wednesday07/28 – Thursday 07/29 – Friday 07/30 – Saturday 07/31 – Sunday -

Time after Pentecost - 7
Service of Word and Prayer - 9:30 AM
Baptism – Roland Daniel Doll
VBS

VBS

AA 8:00 PM Social Hall
VBS
VBS
AA Tatamy Women’s Group 6:30 PM
VBS
AA, Al-A-Non 7:30 PM
Time after Pentecost - 8
Special VBS Service of Word and Prayer - 9:30 AM
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Birthdays this week
07/25
07/27
07/28
07/29
07/30

–
–
–
–
–

Sherri Meyers, Diane Ricker, David Vough
Jim Pritchard, Linda Spangler
Keith Correll, Colin Wade
Chris Schomaker
Braden Bergstol, Chris Lichner

Anniversaries this week

07/28 – Richard & Suzanne Peterson
Mike & Tracy Reidinger
07/29 – Josh & Brittney Cressman

ANNOUNCEMENTS
➢

Summer Worship Services will be held at 9:30 a.m. and all services will be held
outdoors in the Pavilion, weather permitting.

➢

Hope Lutheran Church will once again be helping with the Summer Lunch Program at the
Nazareth Moravian Church. Our scheduled week will be Monday, August 1st through
Friday, August 5th. We will report to the Nazareth Moravian Church at 11:15 to 2:00 p.m.
They need 5 to 6 volunteers each day. If you can help, please sign-up on the bulletin board.

➢

ATTENTION High School Graduates and College Students: students who are graduating
from High School and plan on attending college or a technical school can apply for a small
Educational Grant from Hope Lutheran Church. Returning college students may reapply
for the grant as well. Please see Diane in the church office for a copy of the guidelines and
application. Applications are due today.

➢

We are looking for volunteers to once again start up and organize the Garden of Hope. All
food produced will be donated. If interested in helping, see Diane in the office.

➢

We need volunteers to sign up for Safe Harbor in Easton – pick up food donations at
Wegman’s on the first Saturday of each month and deliver to Safe Harbor. Sign-up sheet is
on the bulletin board – for more information, see Bill Kiefer.

➢

Looking for sponsors for Donut Sundays! See Karen Woolley for information or Diane in
the office.

➢

A “Congregational Challenge” – The Evangelism Committee has come up with a challenge
for every church member – ask a non-member friend, family member, or a neighbor to come
to church with you. Each member who brings a (non-member) visitor, will be eligible to a
quarterly drawing in our “Each One – Reach One”. Place your name and the visitor’s name
in the fishbowl located on the table in the Narthex. Prizes will be gift certificates for Giant
Food Store. For more information, see Brenda Knowles. The winner for the month of July
was Kellie Woodring, who brought as visitors, Sue Hunsicker & Jasper Bowers.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Hope -- An Anchor for the Soul”
Hebrews 6:19
July 24, 2022
LECTIONARY 17
God’s Goodness Doesn’t Sting
Sometimes when people are in need, they pray. And then they wait. They wonder. They wait some more, and
pray some more. Is God listening? Will God answer my prayer? Some people may worry that they have done
something to deafen God’s ears to their needs. Maybe they fear they are unworthy to be heard and helped, or
that their lives don’t matter. Maybe they just give up on themselves and on God.
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Jesus is well aware of the challenges of being a person of faith and trusting in God when life is tough. He invites
people into a deep trust in God. Why? Because God gives us everything we want, even if it is bad for us? No!
God doesn’t give scorpions to sting us, even if we ask for them. Jesus invites people into a deep trust in God
because of God’s profound goodness. Jesus urges us to ask God for the sustenance we need: bread, fish, eggs,
mercy, justice, love. God will give us such good things because God is so good.
The heart of Jesus’ message is rooted in God’s goodness. It is not centered on our worthiness, but on God’s
generous heart. God is good. God is merciful. God is compassionate. God responds to our need out of that
benevolence. The Good One gives good things for those in need. This is who God is for us.
This doesn’t resolve our tough and appropriate questions about when and how prayers get answered. It does
tell us that we are invited to trust that we are cared for no matter what. We are provided for beyond our
comprehension, not because of our goodness, but because of God’s. We can come forward to Christ’s table—
hungry for acceptance, longing for the bread of mercy—and know we will receive that bread in our hands.

_________________________________________________________________________
Vacation Bible School
•

VBS Church Service
Sunday, July 31 at 9:30 in the Social Hall!
Support our chefs and hear the amazing bible stories and
songs they have learned during VBS.
Light Refreshments Served!

•

VBS Mission Project:
During VBS children will bring in food items to support
Family Promise. Children will be making Blessing Bags with the food donated during the Food
Drive.
Family Promise of the Lehigh Valley
1346 W. HAMILTON STREET, ALLENTOWN, PA
FPlehighvalley.org
EVERY CHILD DESERVES A HOME!
Supporting Families Experiencing Homelessness
We provide safe lodging, meals, and comprehensive support services to enable families to
obtain sustainable housing and financial security.
Items needed for the Food Drive:
Individually Wrapped Snacks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cookies
Rice Krispies Treats
Fruit Snacks
Gold Fish
Snack Bars
Your Choice?
Juice Boxes

Please leave donations in the red bin and label the items Food Drive.
Donations can also be brought to the VBS Church Service on 7-31-22 and brought forward
during the offertory song “Feed My Sheep”.
Thank you!
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